September 8, 1909.

gospel ministry; the tremendous West
where much of the brawn and more of
*the future brain of Church and state will
be found; and '‘he foreigners massing in
our midst. With great candor, Dr.
Hemphill admitted that much of his in-
formation and, perhaps, some also of his
enthusiasm had come from the pages of
the Committee’s publication “The Home
Mission Herald”, and urged for it a more
general circulation.

Unfortunately the writer  failed
through accident to come equipped with
note book for this last meeting, and
while the address itself is not lost to
memory, the words are not available
from which to quote; except the last
challenge, “America for Christ, that the
world may be won for Christ.”

‘It seemed an acceptance of this chal-
lenge when Rev. J. P. Hall, of the Boys'
Department of Lees-McRae Institute,
Plumtree, N. C, rose to tell In a few
words of the magnificent ‘work being
done at that school among the boys and
young men of the mountains. He told
of the imperative need that was seen for
such a school, of the co-operation of the
people in the neighborhood, of the fine
cluss of boys who come under its train-
Ing and control, of the Sunday-schools
started and kept up by the students and
teachers, who walk miles each Sunday
to do thish “extension work"; of their
growing Influence, and of the sixteen
boys In the school who are candldates
for the ministry, Is not such a school
and work vastly Important and desery-
ing our loyal support,

Coul our people from all over the Chureh
have heard the burning words of all
these spenkors and have met and learned

to love and respect the men from “the.

firing line" who were present all of
whom were not heard from publicly,
surely we would realize, as never before,
the magnitude of our opportunity and
the glory of our emprise, “For' Christ
und native land."

AN INGATHERING OF SOQULS,

The Mexioan Presbyterian Ohurehes in
Meading and Uvalde Counties, Texas, held
A ooamp meeting at a point ten miles
south of Mondo from the twenty-first to
the twenty-slxth of July,

The officers of these churches have
formed an Klders' and Deacons' Assocla-
tan in our Mexican work in Texas, This
camp meeting was held under the direo-
tHon of this Assoclation. A large avbor
was bullt and seats and gasoline lamps
wera put In, and the meeting was well
advertised, Families came from Habinal,
twenty-elght miles away, from Haondo,
ten miles, and Yancey, six miles,
Hesldes the writer, we had with uwa (o
help in the preaching Rev. R, Avila, of
Han Auntonfo, Rey, B, 8, Rodrigues, of
Vietorip, and Mignel Peralta, fram I
Pagn, An excellent little choir from the
Hubinal Ohureh rendered good service
i the singing, The slnglng was & ape-
elal feature of this camp meeting, and |
nelleve  that under God  did muoh to

nring souls to Oheist,  Quite n number
of Ameriean friends stiended the serv
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Ices and they expressed themselves as
highly pleased with the singing and with
the deportment of the Mexican people.
Perhaps two hundred Mexicans attended
the meetings altogether.

In point of members received, the re-
sults of this camp meeting were the re-
ception of fifteen adult members on pro-'
fession of faith, all of whom were bap-
tized. Five were added to the Sabinal
Church and ten to the El Progreso
Church. This last church has its center
of operations at the very point where the
meeting was held. We were all gratified
with the results and are grateful to the
Head of the Church for the success with
which our efforts were crowned. [ am
sure much more in the way of results
will follow later on.

We were endeavoring to develop this
fleld as the San Marcos field has been
developed; and we hope to see largely
attended camp meetings there as are
Seen every year at the latter place.

The El Progreso Church has no build-
ing. It was organized over three yvears
ago and has had many rough expe-
rlences. Most of the time it has held its
meetings under a large oak tree. It has
only one elder, and the few members it
has live greatly scattered. The Lord is
now favoring it. Mr. Louis Mofield, a
Methodist brother, has given us an acre
of land, and will help us in other ways.
With some help from Dr. Morris' Com-
mittee, we will bulld a chapel for this
church in October, The membera thew-
selves will bulld it. 1 would be glad to
get help for the building of this chapel.

Walter §. Scott, Evangeliat.

EXPENSES OF COMMISSIONERS TO
THE ASSEMBLY.

The Presbyterles of Western Texas and
8t. Louls sent up overtures to the last
Assembly asking that the Assembly pay
the necessary travellng expenses of its
Commissioners on a mileage basi out of
a ocontingent fund to be ralsed for that
irpose.  The Assembly answered (hese
overtures as follows: “That this guestion
be submitted 1o the different Presbyteries
for thelr action, and report the same to
the next Qeneral Assembly," In this con-
nectlon the Assembly directed the Stated
Olerks of the different Presbyteries to
gond a statement of the expenses of the
Compilasioners to the next Assembly, in
order that the Assembly could act tutelli-
gently upon the matter, (See page 30,
ftem 7 of 1909 minutes.) Later in the
sittings of the Assembly that bedy adopt-
ed the following overture to the Preshy-
teries, in response to a vequest from Rev.
B A King, . D, Rev, B, M, Green, 1L D,
Rev. W, L. Nourse, D, D, and Rev. §, M.
Holladay:

"Add to Chapter V., Section I, Para
Eraph 88, the following: ‘Exeept thal the
oxpenses of Oommissioners (o the Gen-
el Assembly shall be pald out of (he
treasury of the (leneral Assembly,’ mak-
Ing the whole paragraph read as follows;
8 VIL The expenises of Ministers and
Ruling Riders In thely attendance on the
Oourts shall be defrayed by the bodies
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which they respectively represent, except
that the expemses of Commissioners Lo
the General Assembly shall be paid out
of the treasury of the General Assembly.”
(See pages 48 and 49.)

This overture was unanimously recom-
mended by the Committee on Biils and
Overtures and unanimously adopted hy
the Assembly, notwithstanding it has in
view a radical change in the methed of
meeting such expenses. Why this change >
Some of the reasons are the following -

L. That the strong Presbyteries may
help to bear the burden of the weak Pres-
byteries, and

2. This would but he equitable and
Jjust, for the work of the Commissioner is
work done for the whole Chuarch.

Lexington Presbytery bas a constitu-
ency of 11,203 from which to get her
funds for expenses, while the Texas-Mex-
lean Presbytery has only 883. Upon a
basis of ten cents per member Lexing-
ton Presbytery will bave a fund of $1.-
12030 and Texas-Mexican will have
$39.30. The next Assembly will meet in
Lewisburg, W. Va., and Lexington Pres-
bytery will send four Commissioners at
an expense of possibly $40, while Texas-
Mexican Presbytery will send two Com-
missloners at an expense of possibly
$150. Yet the Commissioners of both
Presbyteries go there to transact the
business of the Presbyterian Church in
the United States. The Assembly of 1908
met in Greemsboro, and the Assembly of
1909 in Savannah, while the mext Assem-
bly will mest in Lewisburg, W. Va. For
three years in succession the Assembly
will have met in places which have made
the busden of meeting these oXpenses
fall more lightly on the majority of the
strong Presbyteries and to fall mWost
heavily upon the weaker and Home Mis-
slon Presbyteries. Think how heavy this
burden has been upon the Fresbyteries
within the Synods of Texas, Oklahoma,
Arkansas, Mlssour! and Louisiana for this
period! Is it right or just 1o these breth-
ren, struggling upon the frontier and bur
dened s0 heavily with Home alission
Work? The Assembly does not meet often
enough within the territory of these
weaker Presbyleries to “even up’  ex-
penses. One has only to read the list of
the wmeeting places to see how true this
8. The Assembly has wet forty-nine
tiwes, and in the following states: Twice
in Maryland; three tlwes in Virginia;
four times In North Carelua; three times
in South Carolina; eight times in Geor-
gla; four times In Kentucky; six times
in Tennessee; six times fn Alabama:
three times in Mississippi; twice in Mis-
sowrl; three times in Arkansas: twice in
Loulslana, and three times In Texas
(Next year fu West Virginia) Out of
fifty lmﬂllmmﬂmldmm
Slppl viver only tem times. Lexington
and Texas-Mexican Preabyteries ave men-
toned anly for the purpose of illwstration,
It 1s helleved that* the' Prosbyteries will
calmly conslder the matter, and the over-
ture be adopted, is the hope of

Commissioner.
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